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Why this class?

Recently, a question came up regarding the documenta-
tion of a Swedish name

Online resources at the Swedish national archives

Information turned out to be misleading to someone
not able to read Swedish

▶ tertiary source on the Laurel site also misleading due to
its compiler’s lack of familiarity with Latin

Let’s try to make things easier
▶ have a look at what’s available
▶ look for potential pitfalls

Birgitta Lulli: Scandinavian diplomataria KWHSS LV BPE 3(20)



Diplomataria
What is a diplomatarium?

Collection of medieval diplomas and other documents

By extension, the unit at a (national) archive that deals
with such documents

Nordic national archives have material available on the
Web

▶ largely digitised from 19th–20th century edited publica-
tions

▶ sometimes scanned original documents also available
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Diplomataria
Where are they?

Diplomatarium Danicum:
https://diplomatarium.dk/english

Diplomatarium Fennicum:
http://df.narc.fi/

Diplomatarium Islandicum:
not on line as such so not discussed here1

Diplomatarium Norvegicum:
https://www.dokpro.uio.no/dipl_norv/diplom_field_eng.html

Diplomatarium Suecanum:
https://riksarkivet.se/digital-resources

1However, see https://handrit.is/en/search/
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Diplomatarium Danicum

Datering: limit by start and end date (dd-mm-yyyy)
Fritext: text to search
Søg: ’Search’
Avanceret søgning: ’Advanced search’
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Diplomatarium Danicum
Advanced search options

Sprog: search by language (ALL / English / French / Greek / Old
Danish / Old Swedish / Latin / Middle High German / Middle Low German /
Dutch / Early Modern Danish)

Emner: search by document type (ALL / Indulgences / Inheritance
/ Canon Law / Land transfer / Bookkeeping / Trust deeds / Sales deed / Will)

Note: here, alle means ’all these categories’ –
for ’everything’, leave all boxes unchecked
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Diplomatarium Danicum
Document view

Sprog: gammeldansk
document written in Old
Danish – but the last third
is in Latin, including most
name forms in that section
Tekst: original text
Oversættelse: translation in
Modern Danish
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Diplomatarium Fennicum

Better English than with the Danes
Select ’En’ as language, then ’Search’
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Diplomatarium Fennicum
Search options

This after selecting ’More search options’
Date format dd.mm.yyyy, start-end
Search fields as one would expect
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Diplomatarium Fennicum
Document view

Same document in several collections
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Diplomatarium Fennicum
Text in document view

Italics: summary of the document
Upright: original text (as written in the source publica-
tion)
On the right, a picture of the source page
Option to highlight people and places
(not error-free, note Jacob Wrese and Villan van de Velie)
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Diplomatarium Norvegicum
Search options

Again, pretty
understandable
English
Regesta: search in
the modern
summary (with
normalised names)
Text: search in the
original text
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Diplomatarium Norvegicum
Document view

Sammendrag: summary in
modern Norwegian
Brevtekst: original text as in
the printed compilation
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Diplomatarium Suecanum

At the front page, go to SDHK catalogue

Birgitta Lulli: Scandinavian diplomataria KWHSS LV BPE 15(20)



Diplomatarium Suecanum
Search options

Select Other languages → English; help texts are useful
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Diplomatarium Suecanum
Document view

Contents: names nor-
malised
Document text: origi-
nal text
Sources: may contain
link to the scanned
document
Only headings in
English:
Sigillet borta, den ur brefvet
klippta remsan qvar.
’Seal missing, the strip cut
from document remains’
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Diplomatarium Suecanum
Bonus picture

The original of the document shown on previous slide,
as linked there
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Some observations

Select the English version
▶ this helps with the Finnish, Norwegian, and Swedish sites
▶ with the Danish one, only the introductory text is trans-

lated

Watch out for language changing
▶ mid-document, sometimes more than once
▶ seal texts often in Latin

The document summary usually has (some of ) the names
in normalised form

▶ can be useful if one doesn’t look for a particular spelling

All four have different date formats
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Thank you

These slides can be used under the
CC BY-NC 4.0 licence.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

hats all
folks!
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